FIRST OVER EVEREST
slopes that look as though they might topple down at any
moment from the vibration of the train; then it passes over a
bridge spanning a mountain torrent above the place it passed
five minutes ago and below another which it will pass in five
minutes' time.
"Twisting and turning, the little railway carries you up into
the clouds and Darjeeling. It is perched on a long ridge with
other ridges round it, some running down into the valleys
below which are a blend of woodlands and green fields. Beyond
are the Himalayas, or the Abode of Snow, range upon range of
them; they look so close that it almost seems as if you could
throw a biscuit on them. But they are over forty miles away,
with Kanchenjunga towering above the rest like a king in
silver armour enthroned among his barons.
"We were hospitably entertained by Sir John Anderson at
Government House which commands a magnificent view of
the snows. The Governor of Bengal spends part of the hot
weather at Darjeeling,buthis tenure of office does not overburden
him with leisure, the administration of so large a presidency
calling for continued attention.
"We spent most of our time in Darjeeling filming the snowy
range from Tiger Hill, the popular point of vantage about
seven miles out, where the clouds gather soon after sunrise, so
those who would see them in all their glory must needs rise
early. Both the early rising and the journey up the hill on a
rough country pony are well worth the doing, for when you
gain the summit of Tiger Hill the view unfolded is an immense
snowy battlement lining the horizon.
"Darjeeling was the final parting of the ways for us. Blacker
was going home by air from Calcutta, Fellowes and his wife
and I with Mclntyre, across India in the Moths, Clydesdale and
Ellison were flying the big Westlands to Karachi, and others of
the expeditionary party were dispersing to their various
destinations.
* On our way down from Darjeeling we visited the Goomti
tea estate belonging to Mr. O'Brien whose gardens are justly
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